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Presents
The 1st Annual Gala 

Honoring 

Christel DeHaan
Founder & CEO, Christel House International

with 

Indiana Ratna (Jewel of Indiana) 
Award

Wednesday, August 15th, 2018 at 5:30PM

The Indiana Roof Ballroom
140 W. Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 46204
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ABOUT INDIANA INDIA BUSINESS COUNCIL:
Founded by Raju Chinthala, the IIBC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization established in 2016 that contributes to strengthening 
Indiana - India relations by generating economic and social growth. 
The IIBC is responsible for bringing several partnerships to life, one that 
transcends borders and builds relations, creating strong international 
ties that lead to a vibrant economy. One of the major functions of IIBC 
is to collaborate with India based companies that want to operate in 
Indiana, Indiana based companies that want to expand in India, and 
businesses owned by Indian Americans living in Indiana.

IIBC’s mission is to strengthen ties between Indiana and India as 
a business advocacy group, bringing together diverse leadership, 
engaging stakeholders and exploring issues that benefit communities, 
businesses and government entities. IIBC serves as a direct liaison 
between government and business leaders. 

Indiana is surging ahead. The State is paving the way in bringing 
together the brightest minds from all over the world while enhancing 
the lives of those who live here. The Indiana India Business Council 
plays a pivotal part in this.

 

 

ABOUT INDIANA RATNA AWARD:
The “Indiana Ratna” means the Jewel of Indiana. It is the highest award 
bestowed by Board Members of the Indiana India Business Council to 
individuals who have contributed significantly towards strengthening 
cultural, educational, political, social and economic ties and have 
helped make a profound impact in both Indiana and India, to show the 
world how much we value their actions. It will be presented annually 
during IIBC’s Gala. 

1st recipient of Indiana Ratna Award: Christel DeHaan, Founder & CEO, 
Christel House International. 

 

www.ININbc.org | @IndiaInIndiana | #INDIAinINDIANA
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Tonight’s Program: 
NATIONAL ANTHEM
Janvi Bhatia & Rhea Bhatia, Carmel High School

WELCOME GREETINGS
Raju Chinthala, Founder & President, Indiana India Business Council and 
IIBC’s The 1st Annual “INDIANA - Celebrate Our Impact” Gala Host

WELCOME REMARKS
Mayor Joe Hogsett - City of Indianapolis

CHAIRMAN REMARKS
Mayor Gregory A. Ballard – Former Mayor, City of Indianapolis
Chairman, Board of Directors, Indiana India Business Council

INDIANA RATNA AWARD PRESENTATION
Jim Morris - Vice Chairman, Pacers Sports & Entertainment
The United States Representative on the Executive Board of the United National 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

VIDEO: A message from the students and graduates of Christel House

HONOREE REMARKS
Christel DeHaan – Founder & CEO, Christel House International

VIDEO: Congratulations to Christel

PERFORMANCE: INTOXICATING INDIA
Gregory Hancock Dance Theatre

GREETINGS 
Congresswoman Susan Brooks 

DINNER

REMARKS
Bharat Patel – Chairman & CEO, Sun Companies
Chairman, India Association of Indianapolis

INDIANA-INDIA ECONOMIC TIES
Elaine Bedel – President, Indiana Economic Development Corporation

VIDEO: Meet Monisha from Christel House India 

CHRISTEL HOUSE INDIA
Jaison Mathew – CEO, Christel House India

ENTERTAINMENT: LIVE MUSIC, DANCING & DJ
Musical Flight from India to the World
“One World One Sound” Band – Abhinav, Amudhan & Abirami

CLOSING
Raju Chinthala 
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Welcome Message: 

You are part of something very special. We would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome all the esteemed guests to our 1st Annual 
Gala “Indiana - Celebrating Our Impact”. This is the Indiana - India 
business community’s Biggest Night! August 15th is also India’s 
Independence Day. 

In this festive and gala celebration, we have come up with a beautiful 
award, the “Indiana Ratna” which means the Jewel of Indiana. This 
award is created to honor the efforts of an individual who has helped 
make a profound impact in both Indiana and India, to show the 
world how much we value their actions. This year, we are pleased to 
present the inaugral award to very known Christel DeHaan, for her 
philanthropic works in Indiana, India and the world. We will continue 
to fondly celebrate such efforts every year during the week of August 
15th. 

The IIBC has existed for a short while now, but there have been some 
noteworthy moments that are worth highlighting. Our proudest 
moments since our inception have been:

•	 Infosys Lands in Old Indiana Airport:
Infosys, the India based Global tech giant landed its first U.S 
Education Center at the Old Indianapolis Airport. Infosys 
will initially invest $35 million to establish a 70.5-acre U.S. 
education center at the old Indianapolis Airport terminal 
on the city's west side. The new campus will start with 
a 125,000-square-foot training center and a 250-person 
residential facility. Construction is expected to begin this 
year and to be completed by the end of 2020. Ultimately, the 
company plans to build a $245 million, 141-acre campus in 
phases in 3-5 years. 

•	 First ever Governor to visit India:
Governor Eric J. Holcomb became the first Indiana governor to 
visit India. This was in October 2017 when Governor Holcomb 
made the trip in order to capitalize on the opportunities 
of working with India, thereby promoting political, social, 
financial and economic ties between the two parties. He also 
established the Indiana-Karnataka Sister State relationship. 
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•	 AxisCades arrival at Indiana:
During Governor Holcomb’s first trip to India, he secured a deal 
with AxisCades to set up their HQ in North America. AxisCades 
invested $10 million to set up in the Hoosier state with a goal 
of creating 500 senior engineering jobs, clearly indicating that 
Indiana is open to global business.

•	 Sister Cities International award in 2018:
The Indianapolis-Hyderabad Sister City Committee was 
honored with a prestigious award by Sister Cities International 
for Innovation in Business and Trade, for populations greater 
than 100,000. This was largely due to the partnership that 
Indianapolis made with Infosys.

All these remarkable and memorable achievements have been 
possible due to the work of an excellent team. We would like to 
thank all the board members, event planning committee members, 
and volunteers. A special mention for all the sponsors who have 
supported this Gala for their generosity and financial support towards 
strengthening ties, without which we would not be celebrating our 
impact in such glorious fashion.

As we grow, we would like to point out the tremendous potential 
between Indiana and India which determines the future of the IIBC. 
Working with the cities and the state of Indiana and the unified state 
of India, we are determined to fulfill our vision, mission and objectives 
to improve our economic ties. 

We are delighted to have you join us for this special occasion. 
Let us work together to continue to strengthen and expand the 
INDIANA-INDIA Bridge. 

Sincerely, 

Greg Ballard     Raju
Mayor Gregory A. Ballard    Raju Chinthala
Chairman, Board of Directors   Founder & President
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EVENT PLANNING COMMITTEE: 
Aakshita Bansal
Bobbi Bosch
Raju Chinthala
Rick Cardwell
Haresh Gangwani
Bharath Gali
Sunrita Sen
Dennis Trinkle
Seema Parikshak Verma
Aaron Williams

Congratulations to Indianapolis - Hyderabad Sister City Committee  for winning 2018 
Sister Cities International BEST IN INNOVATION: BUSINESS & TRADE Award.

Wednesday the August 15th, 
2018 at 5:30PM

The Indiana Roof Ballroom
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
Raju Chinthala
President & CEO
Indiana India Business Council

Chairman:
Mayor Greg Ballard
Former Mayor, City of Indianapolis 

Vice Chairman:
Seema Parikshak Verma 
BGBC Partners, LLP 

Secretary: 
Haresh Gangwani 
Bolstra

Treasurer:
Bharath Gali 
GDN Info Tech

Assistant Secretary:
Sunrita Sen 
Frost Brown Todd LLC

BOARD MEMBERS:
Dr. Raj Acharya 
Indiana University
 
Martin Baier 
International Center 
 
Bobbi Bosch 
Christel House International
 
Richard Cardwell 
Infosys

Mark Cooper 
U.S. Department of Commerce

Nate Feltman 
Indiana Business Journal
 
Jane Gehlhausen  
Sister Cities International 
 
Dr. Suresh Garimella
Purdue University

Leonard Hoops 
Visit Indy
 
Srikanth Kanakam
AxisCades

John McDonald
Clear Object 

Bharat Patel  
Sun Companies

Melissa Proffitt 
Ice Miller LLP

Dennis Trinkle 
Ball State University

Aaron Williams
Wipro

General Counsel:
GENERAL COUNSEL:
Justin Hage
Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP

LEGAL CLERK:
Aakshita Bansal
I.U. McKinney School of Law

IIBC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & BOARD MEMBERS
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Christel DeHaan

Founder and CEO

Christel House International 

Christel DeHaan, who emigrated 
from Germany to the United 
States in 1962, is an accomplished 
businesswoman, community 
leader and philanthropist.  As co-
founder of Resort Condominiums 
International (RCI), she is widely 
known for her contributions to the 
travel and tourism industry.  Under 
her leadership, RCI grew into a global 

enterprise with offices in 38 countries.  She sold RCI in 1996, 
and since that time has devoted her time, energy and financial 
resources to philanthropy.

A proponent of social responsibility, Christel founded Christel 
House International in 1998 as a way to deploy her resources and 
business skills to cause transformation and intergenerational 
change.  The Christel House locations were selected as her 
way of giving back to countries that played a significant role in 
her commercial success.  By covering all of the organization’s 
administrative and fundraising expenses, she assures donors 
that 100% of their donations will go to programs benefitting 
students.  Christel is driven by a passion for excellence, and as a 
result Christel House is widely recognized as a charity operating 
with the highest degree of accountability and effectiveness.

In addition to her work and devotion to Christel House, Christel 
is known for her generosity to the arts in central Indiana, 
and has served on numerous local and national boards. 
Her accomplishments in the corporate, educational and 
philanthropic sectors have earned her numerous awards and 
recognition.  She holds three honorary doctorate degrees—
from Marian College (now Marian University), the University of 
Indianapolis and the University of Nottingham, England.  

Christel DeHaan has a simple philosophy – to care, to share, to 
make a difference.  
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Congratulations!
The Board of Directors of the Christel DeHaan 
Family Foundation and the children, families and 
staff of Christel House worldwide congratulate 
Christel DeHaan on receiving the Indiana India 

Business Council’s Indiana Ratna Award. 
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AXISCADES North America Head Quarters @ 
Columbus Indiana, Local and committed to Hoosier 

State OEM & Engineering Community

MEDICAL DEVICEs
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Direct Connect Logistix, Inc.
314 W Michigan St, Indianapolis, IN 46202

contact@dclogistix.com
www.dclogistix.com
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INDIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

TAKING BUSINESS TO THE

NEXT LEVEL
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www.infosys.com

Boosting American Innovation in Indiana
Infosys is hiring 3,000 American workers across the 
great Hoosier State, and has opened its Flagship 
Technology and Innovation Hub in Indianapolis, to 
bring innovation and workforce education to the state 
at scale.
•••
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INDIANAPOLIS AIRPORT SUITES
6014 Gateway Dr, Plainfield, IN 46168

Phone: 317-279-2394
www.indianapolisairportsuites.com

INDIANAPOLIS AIRPORT 
SUITES

www.indianapolisairportsuites.com
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1st Care Home Health Services
6100 N Keystone Ave., Suite 639 
Indianapolis, IN 46220
P. 317-214-9999 | F. 317-683-9999
Info@1stcare.org | www.1stcare.org

For the Best Health Care
At Home

Caring for you is our passion; we are here to help 
you live a better life today!

“ Ball State University
was like a family to me.”

Words cannot express
the impact from the friends 
that I made, knowledge 
I gained, and the
leadership skills that I 
developed.
- Apama, Class of 2013
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www.britesys.com

Salesforce Implementation 

IT Staffing
Consulting Services

Strength in 
Numbers 
We are an Indianapolis-based CPA 
and Advisory firm with global 
capabilities and reach. Our 
commitment to clients is simple – 
deliver forward-thinking, innovative 
solutions, opportunities, and 
exceptional service with integrity 
and objectivity.

Contact us today for 
more information on  
how we can become 
your trusted advisor. Seema Parikshak Verma, CPA, CGMA 

Partner | spverma@bgbc.com | 317.860.1087

300 N. Meridian Street, Suite 1100
Indianapolis, IN 46204

317.633.4700

www.bgbc.com
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Dear Christel, 
Please accept our heartiest 
congratulations on receiving 
1st “Indiana Ratna” award!

-Dr. Sumeet & Sumeeta Bhatia

GDN INFOTECH
2346 S Lynhurst Dr suite #F201C, Indianapolis, IN 46241
Email: info@gdninfo.net  Phone: 317-219-3236

GDN Infotech, headquartered in Indianapolis IN, USA is a 
business and Information technology firm. Our Group of software 
consultants offer 12 years of industry experience promised to 
provide Quality Services/Products to their clients.
The GDN staff is a dedicated team that is committed to being 
responsive to our customers and delivering quality services 
that exceed our customer’s values, combined with our team 
approach, formulate an environment to grow professionally and 
succeed in achieving our goals. Every day we strive to be number 
one in the eyes of our customers.
Over the years, GDN Infotech has executed projects on a wide 
range of technologies and its current efforts are based around 
-Business Intelligence, Internet technologies, and ERP solutions.
Our ability to execute those parts of the business effectively 
and cost efficiently which are not a part of our client’s core 
competency, makes us unique and frees our clients to focus on 
the operations that are their core business.

IT Services 
with

 the capability
 and

reliability of a
large firm

and
the attention

and
responsiveness
of a boutique.

www.gdninfo.net
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Ice Miller is proud to support the 1st Annual “Indiana - Celebrate Our Impact Gala.” 
Our law firm supports more than 100 nonprofit organizations throughout our region. 
We are proud to work together with the Indiana India Business Council to build 
dreams in our community.

300+ lawyers in Indianapolis and other offices

Supporting Communities

attorney advertising material

dreams

The Indianapolis Airport Authority  
is proud to support the  
Indiana India Business Council
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INDY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

THRIVE

Helping Indiana

 

We are committed to helping our state be 
its best by helping to grow its global 
economy and workforce.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO

CHRISTEL DEHAAN

 A WORTHY RECIPIENT
OF THE

INDIANA RATNA AWARD

Welcome 
to the 

best kept 
secret in 

the 
country.
developindy.com
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We are proud to 
sponsor Indiana India 

Business Council.

© 2018 JPMorgan Chase & Co. All rights reserved. 477088

Riley Bennett Egloff LLP
141 East Washington St. Fourth Floor

Indianapolis, IN 46204
P: 317 - 636 – 8000 | F: 317 - 636 - 8027

info@rbelaw.com | RBELAW.com
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SCIENTIFICALLY BACKED VISIONARY INGREDIENTS

More Research. More Support. More Function.
 

Verdure continually strives to exceed industry and
global standards with the pursuit of new initiatives
and technology to o�er innovative botanical
solutions to the natural products industry.

17150 Metro Park Court   |   Noblesville, IN 46060 USA   |   PH: +1-317-776-3600   |   www.vs-corp.com

http://www.swiftsolutionsinc.com
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CLIENT CONNECTED.  
SOLUTION DRIVEN.

Visit us at www.kriegdevault.com  
and find out how we can connect  
with you today.

Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
One Indiana Square, Suite 3500
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2023

Tel: 317.713.3500 • Fax: 317.713.3699
www.taftlaw.com 

KM | Keller Macaluso LLC 
kellermacaluso.com
760 3rd Avenue SW 
Suite 210 
Carmel, Indiana 46032
P 317-660-3400
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THE INDIANA ROOF 
BALLROOM 

P R E M I E R E  E V E N T  V E N U E

D O W N T O W N  I N D I A N A P O L I S

L e t  u s  b e c o m e  a  p a r t  o f  y o u r  h i s t o r y :  
C a l l :  3 1 7 - 2 3 6 - 1 8 7 0  

E m a i l :  a n t o n i a @ i n d i a n a r o o f . c o m  

The Indiana Roof Ballroom would like to thank Christel DeHaan for allowing us to 

become a part of their history by hosting the First Indiana Indian Independence Day!  

Weddings and Social EventsCorporate Events 
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Bhar Printing, Inc.
Madhu Bhargava

8745 Rawles Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46219
317-899-1020

www.bharprinting.com • bhar@bharprinting.com

Indianapolis based Bhar Printing, Inc. 
established in 1983, is committed 
to serve your printing needs. No job 
is too big or small. We print digital, 
commercial and wide format with full 
bindery and mailing. We take pride in 
our services and have great respect 
for our customers. 

We would like to congratulate Indiana 
India Business Council for organizing 
the First Indiana Indian Independence 
Day in Indianapolis and honoring 
Christel DeHaan for Indiana Ratna 
(Jewel of Indiana) Award.
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This is more 
than a napkin.
It’s an idea catcher.  A spark of imagination 

captured in the moment.  If you need 

more than a law firm, call 1.800.436.3644, 

or visit BGDlegal.com today.

Indianapolis

Jasper

Evansville

Cincinnati

Louisville 

Lexington

BGDlegal.com

https://www.johennadesign.com/
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Happy India Independence Day!
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SAVE the DATE
2nd Annual Gala

Thursday the August 15th, 2019 at 5:30PM

The Indiana Roof Ballroom
140 W Washington St, Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Sponsors, Donors, Partners, 
Supporters & Volunteers, 

Thank you 
for your continued support for 
Strengthening and Widening 

“Indiana-India Bridge”

Sincerely
Board of Directors

Indiana India Business Council 
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS 

DIPLOMAT  
 

                   

ENVOY  

                                

               

Attaché  

               
 

                              
 

                     
 
 

 

                   
 

Dr. Sumeet 
& Sumeeta 
Bhatia

Counselor  Partners 

                               

                             
 
 THANK YOU! 


